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treatment arm is shown. Approximately half of the participants in each folic acid (FA) treatment 

arm were switched to placebo at week 12. All participants received arsenic-removal water filters 

at baseline to be used for the duration of the 24 week study period and thereafter. (B) The first 

set of analyses for the current study used peripheral blood mononuclear cell (PBMC) samples 

collected at baseline from a total of 317 FACT participants. We show here the distribution of the 

317 participants by treatment arm. By design, the majority of participants in the current study 

were from the placebo and the 400 µg FA/day treatment arms. To ensure sufficient statistical 

power for regression analyses, an additional 123 PBMC samples were selected from participants 

in other treatment arms who had measures for all covariates of interest. All cross-sectional 

analyses for the current study used PBMC samples that were collected from these 317 

participants at baseline, prior to the provision of arsenic-removal water filters and nutritional 

supplements or a placebo (C) The second set of analyses for the current study used all available 

samples from the placebo group (n = 60). These samples were collected at baseline and at week 

12. Participants in the placebo group did not receive any nutritional interventions during the 

study period but, like all other FACT participants, received arsenic-removal water filters at 

baseline to be used during the study period and thereafter. 
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